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SUBJECT: NAVAL AIR STATION LABOR AGREEMENT CONCLUDED 

1 . NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN OFFICIALS OF THE NAVAL AIR STATION 
IN BERMUDA, AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BERMUDA INDUSTRIAL 
UNION (BIU) TODAY (29 JUNE) REACHED AN AGREEMENT ON ISSUES 
WHICH HAVE DELAYED A FORMAL CONTRACT BETWEEN NAS AND THE 
BIU SINCE THE LAST CONTRACT EXPIRED IN JULY 1977. 

2. THE NEW CONTRACT, WHICH MUST BE RATIFIED BY WASHINGTON D.C. 

AND THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE BIU BEFORE IT ENTERS INTO FORCE, 

PROVIDES FOR A PAID 7 WEEK MATERNITY LEAVE FOR PREGNANT NAS 
WOMEN EMPLOYEES. PREVIOUSLY, SUCH LEAVE WAS CONSIDERED SICK 
LEAVE. THE CONTRACT WILL HAVE A DURATION OF AT LEAST TWO 
YEARS FOLLOWING APPROVAL BY WASHINGTON. 

3. AS PART OF THE COMPROMISE, THE BIU DROPPED DEMANDS FOR 
SHARPLY INCREASED ANNUAL AND SICK LEAVE. AT PRESENT, 

BERMUDIANS RECEIVE THE SAME ANNUAL AND SICK LEAVE BENEFITS 
AS US CITIZENS OF SIMILAR SENIORITY. 
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